Space Dogs
The First Soviet Superstars
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1. THE DAWN OF THE SPACE AGE
Az part of the Internotional Geophysical Year, on 4 October 1957, the Sowviet Union launches the
first artificial satellite. The second Sputnik follows enly a month later. The race for space is onl

2, LAIKA : FIRST LIVING BEING IN ORBIT
After the first 'manned’ orbital flight with Sputnik 2, a four-legged rocketeer experiences true
fame: Laika becomes the most famous dog in histery, Unfortunately, her fame comes posthumously.

3. BELKA AND STRELKA : THE FIRST SPACE POP STARS
Emblazoned on postcards Belka (Squirrel) and Strelka (Little Arrow) become cult figures in the
Soviet Union of the 1960s, embodying the spirit of the country’'s pursuit of space exploration.

4. LESSER KMOWN SPACE DOG& HEROES
Only a few canine cosmonauts are shown to the world, or their names revealed to the public.

5. HOW ABOUT THE FUTURE?
Will space dogs accompany their masters when they leave Earth?
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1. The International Geophysical Year (IGY)
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1 July 1957 - 31 December 1958:
67 countries participate in the IGY:
an international scientific project
marking the end of a long period
during the Cold War when scientific
interchange between East and West
was improbable
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For the ISY both : : i )

the Soviet Union and
the US launch their
first satellites. The
3 Russion Sputniks
start their flights
from Baikonur., The
word "sputnik’ means
satellite or companion

"LAS5R = 1258 - phatamantoge ortist: | Sveshnikow - fext: Maomy New Year”



1. Sputnik 1 is a worldwide sensation

4 October 1957 @ The Soviet Union
takes an early lead in the spoce race by
launching the first artificial satellite

USSR = [987 - artist: M. Kominarec - fext: Happy New Year'™

People from all over the
world follow Sputnik 1
and listen mesmerised
to that odd, mysterious
‘Beep-Beep-Beep’.

France - CAFP (Dle des Arts Phortomécanigues) - artist: Robert Velter®



1. Sputnik 2 is soon to follow

USSR - JO5F = phatormoniooe arfis? V¥ Sveshnikor wd fh Sputniks § and £ = fexT: Hapoy New Year
Capfion on the reverse reads: The Sower ".'.1_;,- sgen from spaeE”

Khrushchev orders the scientists to launch another satellite for the 40™ anniversary of the October Revolution
(celebrated on 7 Mov, '57). Sputnik 1 is followed by Sputnik 2 enly one month later, on 3 November 1957,
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LISSR = [959 - the arfist T M. Semeoney, links fact with fictian = fexds Cateh them iF vou can™

The Russion fairytale characters, all with rapid means of transportation, attempt (and fail) to match the
superior speed of Sputniks 1 and 2: Baba Yaga (broomstick), Vakula, Baron Munchausen, Ivan and Prince Hussain.



2. Planning the first orbital flight of a canine cosmonaut

TO He COBPAA MEANC3IHBIH AOM ,

Tex HA AvHy He BPATb ! _, _/

ASSR - 1960 - arfort: A. Dudrivkov - fext: The one whe oid not colfect old metel will nof be taken to the moon/™
All workers are called back from vacation and Sputnik 2 is prepored in a frantic rush, the engineers sleeping
at their place of work. The rocket is made up of bits and pieces, leftovers and remainders of former missiles,

LISSR = 1959 - artist: ¥ Suteey = cord from a series aff |2 (what chifdren da fn) October®
Laika is described as o young mongrel, with thin legs, a short tail, and a ndive, dumbfounded face. She is photogenic,
an important factor for a dog whe is soon to appear on the front page of every newspaper around the world.



2. Laika : A Space Oddity

On 3 November 1957 TASS reports on the
successful launch of the second man-made

Earth satellite. The fact that a dog has
entered orbit causes a worldwide sensation

LISSR - 1982 - painting by A. Sokolov - fifle: Start of Sateliite (Sputaik)”

The Americons call
her Muttnik, but her
original name is Little

Curhy {Kudryavka).

In the Sovier press
shie i3 renamed Laika,
which means Barker,

France - from the seres: Great Evenrs - text: IR57 - The USSR senas the dog Laka in space”




2. The only cosmonaut ever sent into space to die

Laia, pacwiPong e plapns

47 Whitehall, Lardan, 5.1,
Liseratund pivid on reglisd

British Uniga Far the Abslitian of ¥Viviection
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This postcard from the GDR
series "Triumph of Socialism in
outer space' depicts Laika and
an artistic version of Sputnik 2,

POST CARD

THE AL RESY
TOh BE WRITTEN O THIS SnDE

The Sowviet authorities are
surprised by the worldwide
protest and the concern for
the unlucky space dog's fate
Unfortunately the scientists
have not vet developed a way
to recover the passenger
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France - 19587 - Collec tvon Mortall no. 506 @ Villepinte (Laika in capsule of Sputaik 1)

The first memorial fo Laika
is buit in a pet cemetery
near Paris in 1958. The
granite column is erected in
front of the Paris Society
for the Protection of Dogs.



2. The space hero canonised

Laika perishes after
a few hours in space,
due to overheating.

This fact i obscured
by the Russion space
agency. During the 7
days that Laika is
officially alive, news-

papers keep report-
ing about her health.

Romanta - IP85 - rext on the reverse: The first biolagioal sateilite Sputmik & and puppy Laika ™

When denying Laika's death i ne longer
possible, the only option for Soviet ideology is
to immortalise her. Empathy for this small,
courageous, 'loneliest dog’ lays the foundation
for an overwhelming global admiration of Laika.

SCARD FLOWN IN SPACE - Russia - J007 - artist:
¥ &rigorenko - name: S0Hh Anniversary Spuinik £ = cardg
fas Flown with Sovur TMA-F] te the T55 with cosmonaut
¥urd Malenchenio, spending over 19 days in space”




3. A fairytale with a happy ending

"LASSR - 1940 - phetomontoge artist: V. Sveshnikor = fext on .".".:';c,i'.'-'- Happy Mew Vear
fext on fhe wings of the rocke?: ISSR insigde the cockpirs: Sirelka - Belka®
L7 .

The images of Belka (Squirrel) and Strelka (Little Arrow) evoke smiles and a deserved sense of pride: they are the
first cosmonauts who went into orbit and returned safely, living incarnations of the achievements of Soviet technology

.
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Their rocket launched an 19 August 1960, the dogs remain in flight for over 24 hours and they complete 18 orbits.
The Soviet authorities are feeling so confident that they show the dogs live on TV: the first transmigsion from space.



3. Showing the heroes to the world

"LISSR - [24] - ahote from fhe press conference, showing the cage with fpoce mice (Fight)”

The day after their triumphant landing, Oleg Gazenke, on his own initiative, takes the space celebrities fo Moscow for
a specially organised international press conference. The complete spectrum of the press is interested in their story.

BEJAKA W 4 CTPERER

LISSR - I960 - postcards feafuring photographs foken af the firs? press conference in Moscow - Tex?: Belko and Strelka”



3. The merchandising starts

The variety of space dog ephemera and the
speed with which they are produced is amazing.

While Laika souvenirs have a certain dignity to
them, the Belka and Strelka ones are of a
more playful and cartoonish nature,

"WEER - I94] - artizt: M Abromsv - Balls holds &
sign that reods: Were going fo land, Strefka and
Belka: Strelka holds o ribbon with: Greetings from
fpace. fext on the Earth: Trivmph of Sowiet Science ™

Belka and Strelka appear on cards, pins, clocks,
vases, toys, and myriad other items.

With these vast amounts of merchandise,
memorabilia, books and films produced in their
honour, the cult of the space dog is born

USSR - 1962 - edited by Moscow Toy Research
Institute - artist: L Zinowewa - text on reverse
side: Sowiel Spacecrol T Fassengers”




3. Belka and Strelka : darlings of the nation

Until now, there has been ne pop culture in
the USSR Mow there is a universal wave of
adoration for the four-legged cosmonauts,

Merchandise is emblazoned with their image,
they are all across the media, every Soviet
citizen feels an overwhelming desire to
meet the space dogs in person.

All these elements tegether make Belka and
Strelka the first real Soviet pop stars.

CARD FLOWMN IN SPACE - LIAsSR - [962 - arfish
¥ Victarow - carg was faken fo the I55 by Soyuz
THA-8 commander 5. Krikalev on 14 April 2005

and flown back to Earth by Savur TMA-5 comman-

der 5. Shapirav on 24 Apedl 2005°

The space dogs proved
that a cosmonout can
safely return to Earth.

The recognition for this
success, owed to the
scientists and engineers
of the space program, is
bestowed entirely on
the dogs.

LS8R = [OFE = griigf: L
Aristov, showing the dogs in
the rocket ‘cockpit’. from
the teraes Frigngs of Man "




4. Lesser known dogs: Kozyavka (Little Shrimp) and Zhemchuzhnaya (Pearly)

Traly - . 1957 - arfist unknown - peblished by the Organigation for the Protecton of Amimals,

In 1956, Little Shrimp flies 3 times up to 100 km - the boundaries of space, where one experiences weightlessness -
together with her best friend Albina (Whitey). Her last flight takes place two years later, on 19 September 1958.

LSSR - 959 - photo stuave Tzogiza - Chvazhaaya (Brave Onel and Zhemchuzhnaya (Pearly)
_,-:."::.":-_.:.-ap."r:.:"s.‘?rr then i"'."-_q.'T." aff I ,.-r;."::. T80 . rpption an Hhe reverse reodss They went up

vt @ ballisitic rockeit fo the upper loyers of the afmasphere It is the 4th Flight for Otvarhnaya®”

Brave One and Pearly (later renamed Snowfloke) are experienced and successful space dogs. They are always lucky
to be recovered safely and af ter completing their tasks, like most space dogs, are adopted and enjoy retirement.



4. Otvazhnaya (Brave One), Snezhinka (Snowflake) and space rabbit Marfusa
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2 - artinf: V) Baluew - fext: Haoppy Mew Vear” dig Rames on Frdzhnaya = Snerhinka on rocket: USSR

Snowflake is adopted by doctor and space scientist Oleg Gazenke. Space dog Kusachka (Biter) had e bad reputation,
but her trainers never give up on her. On 2 July 1959, after her 3™ successful flight, she is renamed Brave One

LISSR - J850 - phote faken by N Robmerov, showing Ohvasheamee (Brove One) and Marfusa®




5. And how about the future?
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"Belpium - artist: Lo Varher -

fext: The fufure i5 oors™

Will dogs follow human
cosmonauts  when they
leave Earth to explore
exciting, unknown places?
Tsiclkovsky did not think
so. But then, he could be

Wirang.

Ne f¢ dites @ personme...
Jar wm pow be trac !

Moar froms gwrid Fows dams la fume,

“Belgium - arhigl: Loig Vorher -
fext: We will also alf go fo the
Moor

Animal lovers know that
the place of dogs is ot
their master's side,
wherever they go. It has
always been that way.

‘Balgium - artist: Lois Varhez
[ Sparish artist) - fext:

Do nat rell amone..,

I have a bit of stage fright”



5. Will space pets follow their friends to strange new worlds?

'jhnnyla::.' {Pw'p.ﬁ" 1 .l?{:'l;l:.l.b.l'-r af .:"'."'.'.lr'.;:_.- = JEE = grtidf l"'.':rn_:;l Fiu Jhy = aabig) .l"-.'.'_l;'.lllll" fa fhig Sfdsyd -
edifed fo celebrate the nj'.-.".h_-:i,:-ﬂi:r:lf af ,l'-r-gr-u;ﬁ.hn:p Befween Phe USSR ond dhina, J‘.l_n;!rr.'.:l' w J950"

Surely pets, in the future, ance again, will leave Earth, this time together with their human cosmonaut-friends...

Finlang - & 20U - artist unknown - nome: Spoace Pels”

«because, after all, they have already proven themselves to be experienced space travellers!



