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Following a Beach Abort (BA) success at Wallops Island the Atlas’ liquid oxygen boil off valve 
failed due to vibration induced fatigue. This caused an explosion that destroyed both the booster and 

Mercury capsule. Ironically, Project Apollo is announced on this day.

The carefully weighed and balanced capsule pointed its pylon towards the sea. The ignition switch closed and 
the escape rocket jerked the capsule from the ground on its short fl ight, lasting one minute and 16 seconds, 
covering half a mile in an arc 2465 feet high. Recovery by a Marine Corps helicopter took only 17 minutes.

Americans in Space: Project Mercury

MA-1             Patrick Air Force Base Machine Cancel        29 Jul 1960

Beach Abort              Wallops Island Hand Cancel                   9 May 1960
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Within three weeks President Kennedy would say, “Now is the time to take longer strides and 
land a man on the moon.” Of the Mercury astronauts only Shepard would take that step.

Rare crew mail from the Prime Recovery Ship (PRS). The address has been erased.
MR-3                      USS Lake Champlain Hand Cancel (Type I)                              5 May 1961

Americans in Space: Project Mercury

MR-3  
USS Lake Champlain 

SUSPECT Hand 
Cancel 

5 May 1961

MR-3  Type II
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Very early Mercury tracking station cover (six in existence).

For three hours and two of the three planned orbits Enos (Greek for “Man”) pulled levers and fl ew 
around the world. The tracking and recovery networks functioned well. Time to orbit a man.

MA-5  Port Canaveral Hand Cancel     29 Nov 1961

Americans in Space: Project Mercury

MA-5  Grand Turk Hand Cancel      29 Nov 1961
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After the excitement of a questionable heat shield Glenn landed 40 miles short of the Prime 
Recovery Ship (shown here with a Captain’s cover created for VIPs and the crew.

The pilot formally requested CAPCOM tell General David Shoup, Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
that three orbits should suffi ce for his minimal monthly requirement of four hours fl ight time.

MA-6                          USS Noa Hand Cancel                  20 Feb 1962

Americans in Space: Project Mercury

MA-6                    USS Randolph Hand Cancel         20 Feb 1962
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The pilot was rescued after three hours at sea. It would take 6 1/2 hours before spacecraft recovery 
equipment enabled USS John R. Pierce could reach the capsule.

An exceedingly 
scarce cancel from 
the destroyer fi rst 
on the scene. An 
Air Force seaplane 
could have affected 
the rescue but was 
denied permission 
to land by Mercury 
Mission Control.

MA-7             USS Farragut Hand Cancel     24 May 1962

Americans in Space: Project Mercury

Charles Riser 
SUSPECT

Hand Cancel
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Americans in Space: Project Gemini

Gemini-related                   USS Wallace L. Lind Hand Cancel      19 Mar 1964

Gemini-related               Norfolk Machine Cancel          1 Aug 1963

Hard to fi nd cancel on Goldcraft artwork. A boilerplate is an object of the same size, weight and 
center of gravity as the actual spacecraft but without any real components. This makes them perfect 

for training recovery forces. Here the art shows the older Mercury capsule.

With the cancellation of plans to land the Gemini spacecraft using an infl atable wing and skids, the 
US Navy resumed training to rescue and recover at sea. Here conducted aboard the USS Escape 

and postmarked on return to port at Norfolk.
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Americans in Space: Project Gemini

Crew mail from an offi cer to his girlfriend. 
In the enclosed letter he refers to recovery 

of the unmanned Gemini capsule. He also 
tells her to save the envelope since all the 

philatelic mail received the Hand Cancel. A very 
rare Machine Cancel is shown.

p j

Crew mail from an offi cer to his girlfriend. 
In the enclosed letter he refers to recovery 

of the unmanned Gemini capsule. He also
tells her to save the envelope since all the 

philatelic mail received the Hand Cancel. A very 
rare Machine Cancel is shown.

GT-2                    
USS Lake Champlain 

Machine  Cancel 
19 Jan 1965
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A very scarce Hand Cancel on a Captain’s cover. The artwork was prepared at the direction of 
the Commanding Offi cer to celebrate the honor of leading the rescue effort, and was available 

only to Distinguished Visitors and the crew.

GT-IV                          USS Wasp Hand Cancel         7 Jun 1965

A rare Beck CREW cover postmarked on the Prime Recovery Ship. All told the Department of 
Defense (DoD) contributed 10,249 personnel, 134 aircraft and 26 ships.

GT-IV                       USS Wasp Machine Cancel        7 Jun 1965

Americans in Space: Project Gemini
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Very scarce Patrick AFB Roller Cancel. Offi cials responsible for the Eastern Test Range conducted 
a hasty study of partial telemetry data from the booster. No clear indication of the failure surfaced.

GT-VI                 Patrick Air Force Base Hand Cancel                   25 Oct 1965

Despite the fact that the main engine intended to boost Agena into orbit fi red exactly on time, that 
turned out to be the last of the good news. Air Force radar began tracking what seemed to be fi ve 

pieces of the target vehicle. The Agena had probably exploded.

GT-VI              Patrick Air Force Base Machine Cancel      25 Oct 1965

Americans in Space: Project Gemini



What appears to be a test impression (no stamp) on what would have been the Prime Recovery 
Ship. Artwork by Morris Beck is joined by a ship design on aircraft stationary. 

GT-VI                         USS Wasp Hand Cancel             25 Oct 1965

Back at the Cape, Schirra and Stafford sat atop their Titan II missile. Borman and Lovell were at 
the KSC Launch Control Center listening to an audacious plan by John Yardley to launch GT-VII to 
meet up with GT-VI in space. “Why couldn’t we launch a Gemini as a target instead of an Agena?”

GT-VI                   Cape Canaveral Machine Cancel      25 Oct 1965

Americans in Space: Project Gemini



After fi ve days, they had performed four orbital adjustment burns that put them in a circular 300 
km orbit. This meant that GT-VII could stay aloft for at least 100 days without the orbit degrading, 

more than stable enough to serve as the passive rendezvous for GT-VI-A.

GT-VII                 Freeport Machine and Hand Cancel       4 Dec 1965

This KSC Offi cial addressed the founder of the KSC Philatelic Society. This grueling fl ight was 
designed to test whether man and machine could fl y for two weeks. A new, lightweight spacesuit 

proved critical as did taking books for pleasure to pass the time.

GT-VII                     Kennedy Space Center Machine Cancel         4 Dec 1965

Americans in Space: Project Gemini
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A loose electrical plug and a engine dust cover left in place caused the failure. 
Mission rules called for the crew to eject. As veteran test pilots they knew better.

GT-VI-A                Ascension Hand Cancel      16 Dec 1965

On 12 Dec Schirra and Stafford were loaded on Pad 19 and ready to fi re. The countdown clock 
went to zero, the spacecraft clock started and the rocket roared to life. Just 1.2 seconds later the 

engines shut down. They felt no movement. Schirra said, “We’re just sitting here breathing.”

GT-VI-A           Cape Canaveral Machine Cancel                  15 Dec 1965

Americans in Space: Project Gemini
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Americans in Space: Project Apollo

Richard Korth, 
a 21-year-old 
seaman, worked as 
a hospital corpsman 
on the USS Yorktown 
over Christmas in 
1968. He had the 
postal clerk cancel 50 
envelopes. Use of the 
Hand Cancel on this 
fl ight is very scarce.

Ap-8                   
USS Yorktown Hand Cancel 

27 Dec 1968
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An exceedingly rare Captain’s cover that 
includes crew and Navy rubber stamp art. 
Sean Marsar bought and resold them from 
a sailor attending a Tailhook Association 
gathering in the 1980s. This cover came 
from an auction sale in 2008.

An exceedingly rare Captain’s cover that 
includes crew and Navy rubber stamp art. 
Sean Marsar bought and resold them from 
a sailor attending a Tailhook Association 
gathering in the 1980s. This cover came
from an auction sale in 2008.

Ap-9                    
USS Guadalcanal Hand Cancel 

13 Mar 1969

Americans in Space: Project Apollo
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A collapsed parachute contributed to the fastest entry time in the Apollo program, just 778.3 
seconds from entry to splashdown. The impact point was about 1.0 n mi from the target point and 

5 n mi from the recovery ship USS Okinawa. 

Ap-15                   USS Okinawa Hand Cancel (Type I)       7 Aug 1971

An innocuous Prime Recovery Ship envelope except for the recently released Decade of Achievement 
stamps fl own out to the USS Okinawa especially for the astronauts and found on all their moon covers.

Ap-15                   USS Okinawa Hand Cancel (Type II)       7 Aug 1971

Americans in Space: Project Apollo
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